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B-SIDE'S INTENDED OUTCOMES

b-side’s ambitious programme of creative collaboration, between the
community on Portland and local, national and international artists, is
strengthening local recognition of the importance of culture and creativity in
their own right, and their role in all of our health and wellbeing.

b-side is enabling more people living and/or working on Portland to participate
in arts and heritage activities, to work with each other, to acquire new interests
and skills and to contribute to the decisions that promote and protect the
island’s culture, environment and heritage.

b-side is a socially, environmentally and financially sustainable organisation
serving the Isle of Portland and benefiting a wider population of artists and
audiences. By highlighting Portland as a microcosm of global issues, b-side is
attracting supporters, collaborators and commentators from well beyond its
physical borders.



5075

Visits to festival sites (inc estimates for non
invigilated work)

1319

Visits to the FRINGE festival (inc estimates
for non invigilated work)

41

Volunteers helped us deliver the festival in
2024



What is your age?

75+

65-69
70-74
60-64
55-59
50-54
40-44
45-49
30-34
25-29
20-24
35-39

0-15

Prefer not to say

16-19

0

2

o 2% 4% 6% 8% 10% 12% 14%

Responses: 138

WHO CAME?

Age range of survey respondants



With which ethnicity do you identify?

White /White British

Prefer to self-describe
Black/Black British

Mixed /multiple ethnic group
Asian/Asian British

Prefer not to say

Any other ethnic group or none of the above
0% 0% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90%

Responses: 137

WHO CAME?

Ethnicity of survey respondants



“Such a special project, encapsulating people’s most precious moments - a
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lot of dedication in putting this together. Wonderful!
S Festival visitor
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Image: The Portland SIM Project by
Liz Hingley




More than 3 yrs ago
5.1%

| have never attended before
28.3%

0 - 6 months
14.1%

INNER DONUT 2023 FESTIVAL
OUTER DONUT 2024 FESTIVAL

Last1-2yrs
21.2%

6 - 12 months
27.3%

ATTENDANCE 2024
When did you last attend an event by this organisation?

The chart could indicate that the first time attenders from 2023 have returned to the 2024 festival.

New audience percentage for 2024 is still quite high indicating that the festival continues to reach new
audiences.



"An amazing project which has
resulted in this beautiful Red Dress.
An honour to see it on Portland”
Festival visitor

Image: The Red Dress by Kirstie Macleod



“This extended piece blew my mind.
The archaic process of the peeled
away flake panel revealing

A \ millenia-spanning Persian mark-
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I’ve never seen 3D printing used to

such beautiful effect as the statue.

Both on my doorstep too.”

Festival visitor

Image: ‘Dream of the Sea’ by Mohammad Barrangi



Neutral
3%

Good
24%

Excellent
73%

ABOUT YOUR VISIT 2024

How would you rate your experience overall?



“b-side for me was inspiring, educational,

quiet unexpected, moving and a huge
amount of fun.

| really enjoyed interacting with the visitors
and getting swept up in their enthusiasms

and reactions to the various projects.”

Festival Volunteer






“Loved the match strike film, fascinating the differences in the human face, all so
interesting what a wonderful unique idea”

Festival Visitor

Image: Still from ‘This is Us’ a film by Hugh Dunford Wood in collaboration with Stephen Clarke of biggerhouse film



None of the above
4.9%

|dentity
33.5%

Family History
18.4%

Migration
31.4%

THEME 2024

Have the artworks you have seen at the festival inspired you to think about any
of the following?



Word cloud showing the most used words to describe b-side festival
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Source: 145 festival visitor surveys
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International, national and regional

artists made work and delivered
events for Festival 2024

New artworks commissioned

Image: ‘New Union Flag Rules the Waves’ by Gil Mualem-Doron









“| felt well supported throughout the
whole experience with b-side festival
and truly lucky to be showing
alongside the other artists and
collectives. It is rare to have a
budget that respects the amount of
labour it takes to make significant
creative work and | appreciated that
the expense budget was separate, it
helped structure costs. The festival
team and volunteers were incredibly
warm and welcoming with an
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impressive professionalism. It was

great that all activities and
installation were so well documented
by a professional film and
photography team.”

Liz Hingley




telling about Somali nomadic women are moving to people not ju
community, that the work connected with people on Portland
whlch will help us push through to thinking about maybe experl
foﬂ,g‘ma’r AIso the relaxed hours worked really well.” '
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“The ethos of b-side truly fosters a
caring, nurturing, and supportive
environment for artists, collaborators,
and the community. Throughout my
experience of working with b-side, |
have felt fully heard and listened to.”

“The Seaweed Explorations project
with b-side has significantly
influenced how | collaborate with
audiences in my creative work. This
project has been supported by
invested research, with the
mentoring and guidance necessary
to produce a well-informed and in-
depth creative study.”

Maddison Collymore
Platform Bursary Artist 2024



E G - Image: Islands of Imagination Parade



Artists took part in the b-side Fringe 2024
between Aug 31 and Sept 8 at 25 venues.

Once again, the Fringe was open to
anyone who wanted to join in. It was
varied and diverse ranging from
synchronised swimming, crochet groups,
window displays of family history to
artists exhibitions, open studios and
workshops.

Photo: Fringe artists Lynn Kirkland and Olivia Nurrish
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Photos: Test Space and Antje Rook
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This years Parade ‘Islandsiof Imagination’ was a X &h
partnership production between b-side and Portland artist -, {
Sophie Fretwell including puppets by Emerald Ant CIC 4
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CHATGPT analysis of 3 words to
describe b-side festival

Social and Community
e community

welcoming

friendly
sociable

connection

co-operation

inclusion
diverse

-&d @ ﬁ‘ra | ., -. _ .. e friendliness

HN-I‘-I" el

e social

These words emphasize
themes of togetherness,
inclusion, and a sense of
community and social
interaction.

Source: 145 festival visitor surveys




Image: Seaweed Explo




“Participatory workshops are the soul
of The SIM Project and what drive it
forward. It was fantastic to bring
residents of the Bibby Stockholm barge
and the islanders together to create
their own artworks to keep, and to add
to the site-specific installation in
Portland, which then also travelled onto
the Victoria & Albert Museum.

| am still absorbing the experience,
which was significant in many ways for

me and the team.”

Liz Hingley




“I hope you spent enjoyable times with
us, because we spent very wonderful
and never-to-be-forgotten times with
you, especially with our participation in
The SIM Project workshop.

Thank you very much for the wonderful
opportunity you have given us to be a

small part of this great project”

Portland SIM project workshop
participant, Ibrahim

Image: SIM jewelery created at SIM workshop
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“The collaboration with Portland residents was paramount tohe project. The project
wouldn't have worked without such won&térful positive input from everyone we
interviewed. We only had positive responses from people we stopped in the street - it
was testament to the overwhelming support for b-side from locals.”

Miss High Leg Kick

Imc a ye: Equ de Portland
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Fell short

| had no expectationss o

12.9%

Met
16.8%

Exceeded
55.4%

Somewhat exceeded
11.9%

EXPECTATION

How did the event compare to your expectations?
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EASY READ GUIDE

We produced a downloadable Easy Read
Festival Guide and shared with

community groups

TALKING LABELS

Audio explanations of artworks recorded
by the artists were available on artwork
signage

ACCESSIBLE BUS TOURS

Sponsorship with Weyline enabled two
FREE accessible minibus tours of the
Festival



DAILY RELAXED HOUR

Limited visitor numbers for a relaxed and
stress free visit to the House of Weaving
Songs installation.

SENSORY BAGS

This year we provided FREE sensory bags
for adults and children to accompany
their festival visit.

RAMPED ACCESS

Our mobile ramp enabled easy access to
venues with limited access for wheelchair
users and visitors with prams.



Prefer not to say

5.9% Yes

INNER DONUT 2021 responses
MIDDLE DONUT 2022 responses
OUTER DONUT 2023 responses
OUTER DONUT 2024 responses

82.2%

ACCESS 2024

Do you identify as a D/deaf and/or disabled person, or have a long term health
condition?



Prefer not to say
8%

Yes
9%

INNER DONUT 2023 RESPONSES
OUTER DONUT 2024 RESPONSES

ACCESS 2023 No

83%
Do you identify as neurodivergent?
Being Neurodivergent could include Dyslexia, ADHD etc.






27,206K

Social media reach over the Festival
period Sept 5th - 8th

32,734K

Page views of the b-side festival website
July - Sept 2024

15,000

Dorset Festivals eco-friendly leaflets were distributed
throughout Dorset in August, 6000 free festival 2024
guides, 10,000 At A Glance fliers and 5,000 Fringe
leaflets were distributed locally prior to and during the
festival.

100,325,513

Media coverage reach through 31 new pieces of press inc
radio, broadcast TV, online and print



Anembroldery project known as The Red Dress, by tha British artist Kirstie Macleod, will be on disploy ot

thiz B-aide Arts Festival on the lsle of Portland, Ok

1. Thi project pravided on artigtic platform for people
around the woarld 1o tell thelr stories on the dress through embroldeny
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PODCAST

BOSLAARTS

Refugee week Art Persists podcast with Sally Watkins from b-side

VISUAL ARTS SOUTH WEST

Artist Jessica Rose Taggart’s review of the festival and ‘How Can |

Stay?’ event

GOWITHYAMO

Review of Mohammad Barrangi’s work at b-side by Jelena
Sofronijevic

ELLIE BECKETT

Review of the 2024 festival by Ellie Beckett


https://vasw.org.uk/editorial/how-can-i-stay-setting-up-freedoms
https://open.spotify.com/episode/5noJo4H5NPALi4mPeNhRLo?si=59e3f55efa0047a3
https://www.gowithyamo.com/author/jelena-sofronijevic
https://www.gowithyamo.com/author/jelena-sofronijevic
https://b-side.org.uk/b-side-festival-2024-review/

£l o -
Heqdhne Festhl Feedbclck %024 compiled*ro ' ' I
145 Feshvol V'iS|’ror -surveys, visitor comments| books, emuulls and social media posts, Artist surveys

_'volunfeer feedback 'surveys Documentation b pho’rographers Paul Box, Pete Millson, Jayne Jackson and#

biside team. | - rf= Ci ;f.-
5 r :-



